Chapter 4

ELLEN G. WHITE’S COUNSELS ON
MINISTRY TO CHILDREN

Ellen G. White has received much inspiration from God regarding the importance
of children and the early training of them to accept Jesus as their Savior. She advocates a
ministry to children. Here are some of her counsels:

“Too much importance cannot be placed on the early training of children. The
lessons that the child learns during the first seven years of life have more to do with
forming his character than all that it learns in future years.”—Child Guidance, p. 193

“It is still true that children are the most susceptible to the teachings of the gospel;
their hearts are open to divine influences, and strong to retain the lessons received. The
little children may be Christians, having an experience in accordance with their years.
They need to be educated in spiritual things, and parents should give them every
advantage, that they may form characters after the similitude of the character of
Christ.”—Desire of Ages, p. 515.

“Children of eight, ten or twelve years, are old enough to be addressed on the
subject of personal religion Do not teach your children with reference to some future
period when they shall be old enough to repent and believe the truth. If properly
instructed, very young children may have correct views of their state as sinners, and of
the way of salvation through Christ.”—Testimonies, Vol. 1, p. 400.

“In the children who were brought in contact with Him, Jesus saw the men and
women who should be heirs of His grace and subjects of His kingdom, and some of
whom would become martyrs for His sake. He knew that these children would listen to
Him and accept Him as their Redeemer far more readily than would grownup people,
many of whom were the worldly-wise and hardhearted. In teaching, He came down to
their level. He, the majesty of heaven, answered their questions and simplified His
important lessons to meet their childish understanding.”—Evangelism, p. 579.

“In the closing scenes of earth’s history, many of these children and youth will
astonish people by their witness to the truth, which will be borne in simplicity, yet with
spirit and power. They have been taught the fear of the Lord, and their hearts have been
softened by a careful and prayerful study of the Bible. In the near future, many children
will be endued with the Spirit of God, and will do a work in proclaiming the truth to the
world, that at that time cannot well be done by the older members of the church.”--
Counsels to Teachers, pp. 166,167.



“Those who love God should feel deeply interested in the children and youth. To
them God can reveal His truth and salvation. Jesus calls the little ones that believe on
Him, the lambs of His flock. He has a special love for and interest in the children. . .. The
most precious offering that the children can give to Jesus, is the freshness of their
childhood.”—Reflecting Christ, p. 373.

“When Jesus told the disciples not to forbid the children to come to Him, He was
speaking to His followers in all ages,--to officers of the church, to ministers, helpers, and
all Christians. Jesus is drawing the children, and He bids us, Suffer them to come; as if
He would say, They will come if you do not hinder them.”—Desire of Ages, p. 517.
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