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MISSION:
To nurture 

children into a 
loving, serving 

relationship 
with Jesus.
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Margaret Mead, renown anthropologist, has said, 
“The continuity of all cultures depends on the living 
presence of at least three generations. One needs 
to learn how to be a child, a parent, and an elder 
in a particular cultural context.” Intergenerational 
connections are important for adults as well as for 
children and youth. Unfortunately, today’s family and 
community dynamics do not provide opportunities 
for these kinds of relationships.  

Relationships that reach across generations bring 
richness and depth to character and have the 
power to influence the emotional and spiritual 
development of children and youth today. Hence, 
involving children, parents, and grandparents in 
intergenerational worships and activities within 
the church is invaluable. Mark DeVries, author of 
Family–based Youth Ministry, states, “Apart from 
the family…the church may be the only lifelong 
nurturing structure left. Only the church and the 
family can provide Christian nurture from birth to 
old age and even death.” Yes, the church has the 
capacity to nurture people at each stage of life plus 
connect the generations to one another.

Why are intergenerational connections so vital to the 
health of the family and to the church?

∂	 Intergenerational connections teach us how to 
care for one another.  

	 Older siblings spend time taking care of the 
younger ones; grandparents spending time with 
grandchildren sharing their knowledge and 
experience. In the church, the younger in faith 
may be nurtured and cared for by older members 
in the faith.  

∑	 Intergenerational connections provide role mod-
els for children and youth.

	 Our children today are influenced more by 

celebrities and 
peers than by 
adults outside of 
the family rela-
tionships. It is 
important to 
have children 
and youth 
to have the 
influence of 
l i fe-changing 
relationships with older adults 
that impact their attitudes and behaviors. The 
church can provide these life-changing relation-
ships through intergenerational connections.  

∏  Intergenerational connections teach us to value 
older adults.

	 Leviticus 19:32 states, “Rise in the presence of the 
aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your 
God.”  We should not segregate the elderly who 
can teach children a lot from their experiences.  
Connections to older adults provide us with a link 
to the past that can add richness and meaning to 
our lives.

π   Intergenerational connections allow us to pass 
on the traditions of faith and family.  

	 Not only do older adults enrich our lives through 
their wisdom, they also pass on traditions and 
memories which cannot be obtained through 
schools and other institutions. These traditions 
draw everyone together with a sense of 
community.

Children’s Ministries leaders need this new aware-
ness of the importance of connections in the church 
community.  Plan and implement more intergenera-
tional activities so as to achieve the goal of building 
life-changing relationships.  

CONNECTING THE GENERATIONS

THE BIBLE COMES ALIVE!
Here are nine ways you can help 
children understand that the 
Bible is different from any other 
book and belongs not on a shelf, 
but in our hearts.

∂	 Put the Bible in a lined 
basket so it can be easily 
carried.

∑	 Put the Bible in a small 
suitcase or cosmetic bag to 
emphasize that the Bible is 
to take with us wherever we 
go.

∏	 Find a special drawer or shelf where the Bible can stay open 
instead of shelved as other books are. 

π	 Put a new Bible or Bible storybook in a gift-wrapped box, and 
let children open it.  Talk about how the Bible is a special gift, 
not just for one of us, but for all of us. Spark interest in an old 
Bible or Bible storybook by wrapping a pretty ribbon and bow 
around it.  

∫	 Have children build a Bible bookstand from blocks.  Because 
the bible is special, leave the bookstand up.

ª	 Make a treasure chest out of a foam ice chest.  Spray paint it 
gold, add jewels, and then put the Bible inside because the 
Bible is a great treasure.  

º	 Use a map as a table cover.  Put the Bible on top of it, and talk 
about how the Bible gives us directions for our lives.

Ω	 Put the Bible in the center of a bowl filled with real or plastic 
fruit.  Talk about how the Bible gives us healthy fuel for our 
spiritual lives just as fruit gives our bodies healthy fuel to move 
and grow.  

æ	 Have children make their own special boxes to keep their 
Bibles in at home.  
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PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES 
THAT CONNECT GENERATIONS

Upcoming Conference:

NAD CHILDREN’S
MINISTRIES 

CONVENTION
November 8-11, 2007

     Loma Linda University,
     Loma Linda,  California

Register online at:

www.seccyouth.com

Try these activities!

•	 Annual “Sport Olympics.”

•	 Senior-adult volunteers as teachers.

•	 Skill mentoring—automotive mechanics, basic 
cooking, sewing, computer skills.

•	 Recreational mentoring in fishing, skiing, 
running, etc. 

•	 Intergenerational service projects

•	 Adopt a grandparent/grandchild 

•	 Prayer partners

•	 Intergenerational worships

•	 Festival fun—Thanksgiving, harvest, New Year, 
Christmas, etc.


