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EURO-AFRICA DIVISION
Northern France Conference—Children’s Congress and
Leadership Training Worshops

It was indeed a very inspiring experience for approximately 200 
children, ages 6-12, together with 60 teachers, helpers and lead-
ers, who attended the Children’s Congress in Paris on January 20, 
2007, organized by Northern France Conference.  About 100 par-
ents were allowed to attend, too so as to help them understand and 
see for themselves how young children were able to worship and 
share their faith.  
	
Children participated in a special worship service in the morning 
which included songs, skits, activities and devotional.  In the after-
noon the children had the choice of attending 2 out of 6 different 
mini workshops that taught them how to share their faith. 

Parents also had the opportunity to attend 2 workshops on Child 
Development of 6-12 year-olds and Raising Children to Adore God.  

On January 21 & 22, a training course was organized for leaders and 
teachers and one with the pastors from that area.  Elsa Cozzi, CHM 
Director of EUD spoke to the leaders, inspiring them to understand 
the importance of the church for children and vice versa.

One pastor’s son commented that the children’s congress had been 
the best Sabbath of his life.  Praise the Lord! Let’s pray that children 
will continue to feel accepted and welcomed at church.

NORTH AMERICAN DIVISION
Highland View Church—Christmas VBS

The Highland View Church in Hagerstown, Maryland wanted to do 
something different to draw in the Christmas crowd, so they planned 
a VBS on the second week in December, 2006. More than 64 children 
registered and 10 adults came along too. The Bethlehem Village 
Vacation Bible School program was a great success with the kids!  

The children not only learned Jewish customs such as the purpose 
of the mezuzah and the lighting of the oil lamp, but they also heard 
“firsthand” the wondrous event that took place at Christ’s birth. At 
the closing program on Sabbath morning, the children taught the 
congregation the songs they had learned as well as the customs they 
practiced every day.  

Pastor Corea, the pastor of the church, who played the role of the 
Roman centurion said, “Holding a VBS during the Christmas season 
was unusual, but led to one of the most rewarding Christmases our 
church has encountered. A young family decided to join our church 
because of this program. We are anxious to find new opportunities 
to share the gospel in such a unique way.”

Illiana ACMA Chapter—Summer Program Outreach
Last summer members of several churches in the southern Indiana 
area organized a summer outreach program in a low-income, drug-
infested neighborhood to reach children at risk in Indianapolis.  
NAD CHM provided some funds to help with a 4-week program.

The program began with a fun day with food and a rented bounce 
house as a means of meeting neighborhood parents and children 
and register them for the Fiesta Vacation Bible School.  After a week 
of Fiesta VBS, the children continued with three more weeks on 
topics of creation week and the birth and crucifixion of Jesus.  Stud-
ies were added for parents, too.  As a result, 30 were baptized, 8 of 
which are children.  Other children were also enrolled in baptismal 
classes which will prepare them for baptism.  

SOUTH AMERICAN DIVISION
Northern Ecuador Mission—Children’s Congress

  

On February 2-3, 2007, 250 children gathered in the City Hall of 
Santo Domingo de los Colorados in Ecuador for the first Children’s 
Congress of the year. The children were treated to an excellent 
seminar on abuse awareness by child psychologist, Rocío Granda.  
A second seminar, “Children and the Community” was presented by 
Raquel de Guerrero, Secretary of Children’s Ministries for the North 
Ecuador Mission, who challenged the kids to take the message with 
the “I believe” Bible course, which also prepared the children for 
baptism in the next Children’s Week. In the same way Susan Araya 
de Pérez, Secretary of Children’s Ministries for the Ecuador Union 

in her seminar, “In my hands, a productive soil,” also challenged 
the children to cultivate the plants that God had given them and to 
appreciate nature as the second book of study after the Bible.

Fun activities, such as arts and crafts, and dramas were presented by 
each church district while child preachers Jorge Roa (13) and Yordan 
Estrada (10) amazed the children with their great depth of preaching 
from the Word.

One of highlights of the congress was the election of the “2007 
President of the Kids” with the objective to motivate and help 
Children’s Ministries with initiatives proposed by the children. There 
was a Bible Verse Contest, where every participant impressed the 
audience with their knowledge of the Bible.  Finally everybody was 
treated to a beautiful concert of praises by the children. The congress 
was a success!  
 

SOUTHERN AFRICA-INDIAN 
OCEAN DIVISION
Mauritius Conference—CHM Leadership Training

On February 13-18, 2007, the conference held a Leadership Training 
Seminar for 62 Children’s Ministries coordinators and 15 pastors.  This 
was held in Mauritius Rose Hill at the Conference training centre. The 
children’s leaders were given training by Caroline Chola, SID CHM 
director, in the following certification courses:  Overview of the CHM 
department, Understanding GraceLink, Understanding Faith Devel-
opment, Learning Modes, Protecting Children from Abuse, Teaching 
Children to Adore God, Understanding How Children Learn, Active 
Learning, Positive Discipline, and Jesus’ Ministry to the Children.
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