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TURN ON THOSE
LIGHTS OF COMPASSION!

HELPING CHILDREN SEE THE NEDDS OF OTHERS

Ther recent carthguake and sunami disasters of Southeast Asia
have chocked e world. Deathfoll rurs past the 160,000 mark,
weith thausands of children leit as onphansg and are homesless,
Such global suffering came through the 1@levisinn wreon day
afterdy for a month. Thousands of children have seen the
suffering and hurt. Somemay even have lost family members.
Oithers are asking, “Why does God sened earthquakes and
fleels o kil imnacent peapled™ This is a good time to help them
understand that it is pot because God overlooked them, It is
brecause we live in/a broken world; we have suflering and death
because of sin.

In times like these, i1 s also an excellept “teachable moment®
1oy burn o the I'th ol oxmgssion in chikdren, e is the most
apgrapriatestime: ko hedp children learn 0 be compassionare
Christians. The word compassion comes from e Latin waords
which tegether they mean to sulfer with. This is far greater than
0 feal sarry for someme,

Jesis was dm'|r|'. rrweee] by tha needs of others while He
wias on garth, He had compassion on the man with leprosy
anil He besaled him, Bven though many feared this contagionrs
disease, Jesus still stretched owt His hands (o wauch him, He had
compassicn on the blind and on a widow whea lost her only son.

|iersans” Hc.lmplp impirmi beroes like Lil:'\l_er{' Muelier who cared

s hasndredls of arphans, Corre ters Boom who hid Jews cluarirg

the: Hoboeast ane Mother Theresa who cared for the povcer il

arck im Caleutta

What can children do to shasw ¢
Have them write leters and draw pictures for families who
hrave lost their bowed ones in the disaster,

2o Form prayer groups and have cheldren peay for Bose families
whi lost childron and homes, They can pray for the children
whin have lost their parents.

i Dionate their alfosanoes 1o hn:'|;1 |‘:-|r:,- fond and other
necessiies Or vichins
Ciet children lo caganize a “Used clothes drive” and have
therm collect wsed clothes for the disaster victims,

T Work with NGOYs like ADEA and have childien help propane
pﬂ(:kﬂg{'ﬁ. tix be .‘-hippe—x’] o dlisasber e,

Pesus said, “Ye are the light of the waorld™ datthew 5:14)
Light does ot shine g itself but illuminates the path of
oahers. I the same way, children will bring glony 1o God and
reflect His light wheen they learn to care for the neads of those
whi ane 5-u|'l'1.-ri||;.;. S0 i o these IiH’IE‘\. i |_u'r|[|._1usi.1:|n'
They will ight up a hill.

ngassion for others?
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At of 360
children gathered for

an excting Sabbath of
worship, fellowship, and
activities ar the Codurrdia
Achventist University campus
at decellin on Febngary

5, 2005, The children led

ot i worship with & children
praaching shorl sermons. In the afernoon
the= chikdren participated in small growp study
ol Bibile characters, drama and other activities, The day ol
cebetiration ended with the children gaing home with gifts,
Bibles, and feelings of joy, kaowing that they are impoman fo
the church and g the community of faith balievers.

SOUTH AMERICAM DIVISION

Soth Brarilian Union Conference —Proyect Chitd Evangelist
This project aims to train children in leading small

groups and in

participating

in !“'l.'-li1;d__|'| ishic

campsaiins, This

will promate

thedr spiritual

wrenwth and

establich a

pattern of service

for the rest af their Hves. Children (4] Ihrnugh a tharough

traiming course for evangelism when they learn how to share

their faith, conduet Bible studies and preach God's word,

I 200, about 500 children in the union were imelved

in evangelistic astreach, We praise the Lord for Children's

Minttries leaders whio have this vision,

SOUTH PACIFIC I:I]\I'!EIEN

Papuia New CGuirea Union Mission —
Clrilddrens Evarrgelism

Aspccessiul children's program was
run during the meeiing held in Pon
mhonesby. Al the end of the children's
pragram 10060 children made a
checision o follow Jesus,




